
    
 

2020 Section and Committee Annual Reports 
 

Committees 

CLE INSTITUTE 
Sara Sexe, Chair 

Budget Overview 
The CLE Institute sponsored or co-sponsored the continuing legal education set forth in the attached 
lists.   
 
The CLE Institute Budget numbers are as follows: 
FY19 projected budget for revenue was $105,575 – actual revenue was $87,763; 
FY20 projected budget for revenue was $85,000 – actual revenue was $90,749 
FY21 projected budget revenue is $85,850 
 
The CLE Institute continues to make a concerted effort to reduce expenses associated with providing 
live CLE without disrupting the quality of State Bar CLE offerings in order to meet or exceed the FY21 
budget.    
 

Attendance 
 As mentioned in prior reports, there is a nationwide trend of decreased attendance at live CLE 
programs. We have been feeling the effects of decreased attendance at in-person CLE each year.  
Despite this trend, State Bar CLEs have maintained an average attendance of 60-70 registrants per 
live event in FY19 compared to 50-60 registrants per event in FY18.     
 
The COVID-19 pandemic significantly curtailed the CLE Institute’s programming and will likely cause 
a reconsideration of the way CLEs are provided.  During this crisis, the State Bar staff stepped up and 
assisted the Bar and the CLE Institute in providing needed programming at a critical time. 
Webinars    
 
The CLE Institute sponsored or co-sponsored webinars, which continue to be a popular option for 
CLE. All webinars are recorded using GoToWebinar, then promoted and sold on the State Bar of 
Montana website for self-study CLE credit. Webinars are cost effective to organize, promote, and 



deliver compared to in-person, all day seminars, and are especially practical during this pandemic. 
We plan to continue to use, or enhance the number of webinar offerings to our members each year.   
  

CLE Institute 
The Institute meets twice a year to prepare the seminar schedule and assign program topics. The 
spring meeting involves finalizing the upcoming fall schedule and tentatively setting the schedule for 
the next calendar year.  At the fall meeting, the Institute solidifies the upcoming spring seminars and 
moderators report on the progress of the seminars planned for the next fall.  Moderators are 
responsible for selecting speakers and topics.  The State Bar of Montana has assisted with the 
logistics of the events.  The loss of the Events/CLE Coordinator, along with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
have significantly affected the Institute’s work.  State Bar staff has been extremely helpful to CLE 
Institute members, while still performing other job duties.   
  
The Institute strives to provide quality CLE seminars at reasonable prices in a manner that will benefit 
a large cross-section of the State Bar membership.  Benefits of being a member of the Institute 
include the opportunity to shape continuing legal education in Montana, networking with other 
Montana attorneys, and earning free CLE credits for moderating seminars.  Kate Ellis is the Board of 
Trustees Liaison.      
 

 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION COMMITTEE 
Patrick Quinn, Co-Chair 
The disputed resolution committee has no activities since our last annual report. 
 

JUDICIAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Betsy Brandborg, State Bar General Counsel 
 
The Judicial Relations Committee organized the Bench/Bar 2020 CLE, planned for Missoula on May 1.  
As with all live events, the CLE was postponed indefinitely.  Several of the Judges offered their 
presentations in an alternate format.  The Bar will be using Judges Amy Eddy and Elizabeth Best’s “The 
Meet and Confer Discovery Conference” as part of the Virtual 2020 Annual Meeting.   
 
Attached a draft of the brochure that was planned to mail March 16th, after final proofing.  The Judicial 
Relations Committee had lined up eleven District Court Judges, two U.S. Magistrate Judges and a Justice 
of the Montana Supreme Court. 
 
Members of the Judicial Relations Committee include Co-Chairs Eric Nord and Stuart Segrest, District 
Court Judges Holly Brown, Jim Manley, John Parker and Rod Souza; U.S. Magistrate Tim Cavan; Montana 
Supreme Court Justice Ingrid Gustafson; and lawyers Mark Etchart, Alice Hinshaw, Natasha Jones, Katie 
Ranta, Dan Roth, Greg Smith, Tim Strauch, Randy Tanner, Hannah Tokerud and Tammy Wyatt-Shaw. 
 
The Bench/Bar CLE reliably holds first or second place as a State Bar CLE Institute income generator, 
thanks in large part to the quality of the programing arranged by the volunteers. 
 
 
 



 

JUSTICE INITIATIVES COMMITTEE (JIC) 
Co-Chairs Lindsey Simon and Lindsay Lorang 
 
JIC has spent the past year narrowing our priorities and answering the question: “how can our 
committee members have the greatest impact?” As part of this, we have seen an evolution in the 
sub-committee projects identified by our strategic planning meeting two years ago to reduce 
redundancies with other entities and also to address the emerging access to justice issues in the 
time of Covid-19. We as a committee look forward to a productive year of promoting pro bono 
and limited scope work across the State, including recruitment of attorneys to conduct such work, 
and working on new training resources as attorneys continue to provide services in a remote 
environment. 

 
PROFESSIONALISM COMMITTEE 
Alanah Griffith, Chair 
 
The Professionalism Committee met by teleconference to discuss if/how we would continue to bring the 
Road Show and the Young Lawyers Workshop to our members during the pandemic.  We agreed that 
logistically, we should only tackle one of the two.  Therefore, we are looking at putting together a “Road 
Show” on-line. (Anyone who knows us knows that we have several quirky titles in the works to make fun 
on the on-line nature of the Road Show.) We hope to use Zoom to do our vignettes and then break out 
the collective into smaller “rooms” to discuss the ethics problems, and then bring everyone back to 
discuss. Until Sam has more bandwidth, we are thinking about new vignettes that deal with the ethic 
issues of our new world, including Zoom hearings, virtual depositions and the like.  We plan to meet 
again in a couple of months to discuss further with the hopes of going “live” early next year. 
 

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
Joe Sullivan, Chair 
 
Dear Board Members, 
 
As of the end of January 2020, the Technology Committee had created the second annual 
Technology Summit. It was set for May 14 and 15, 2020. It included topics such as Venture 
Capitalist Investment Opportunities, IP Protection Strategy for Start Ups, E-Discovery Panel 
discussion, Contracts for Tech Companies, Production of Documents in Native Format, Data 
Breach/Ethics, Show Time in the Courtroom., and Practice Management for Solos/Small 
Firms. Preliminary arrangements had been made with Montana State University for a 
meeting location on campus. Everything was falling into place nicely. Then Covid-19 hit. 
 
With the help of John Mudd, Sam Alpert, and the rest of the Bar's staff, some of this was 
salvaged, some was put off until next year (if possible), and some was integrated into the 
Bar's annual meeting. 
 
Please join us Thursday, September 10, 2020, for "Zoom in the Courtroom: It's here. Here's 
how to use it." We have a star-studded panel of Judge Shane Vannatta, Myshell Lyday, Sam 
Alpert, and Stephanie Morrow. They will show and tell about the good, the bad, and the 



ugly of Zoom hearings and depositions; best practices when using Zoom or related platforms 
in hearings and depositions; and the basics of achieving the best results when using this type 
of platform. The program starts at 8:30 AM immediately following an early morning wake 
up call by our esteemed President, Juli Pierce. 
 
Also, Thursday afternoon at 1 :30 PM, Pam. Bucy and Todd Sexton will present a port ion of 
what was intended for the Tech Summit dealing with technology and ethics with the added 
twist of how to deal with issues specific to our new Covid-19 world by discussing "Ethics and 
Technology in the Time of Covid." 
 
Covid-1 9 permitting, we will resurrect the Second Annual Tech Summit next Spring or as 
soon thereafter as possible. 
 

Sections 

 

CRIMINAL LAW SECTION 
James Taylor, Chair 
 
We had big plans for the 2020.  We planned to: 
• Do a multi-day CLE with the Indian law section 
• Propose updates to some the standard Montana jury instructions in the area of criminal law 
• Write a series of criminal law updates for the Montana Lawyer 
• Be prepared to comment on bills in the 2021 Legislature 
• Create a subgroup focusing on juvenile issues 
 
Then there was COVID-19.  Creating our agenda was about what we got accomplished.  We will be having 
a section meeting by Zoom this Friday, September 11, at 11 a.m. 
 

FAMILY LAW SECTION 
Amy Lord, Chair 
 
CLE 

• The Family Law Section strives to organize and sponsor two CLE seminars each year, one 
addressing family law generally and the other diving into more advanced and 
complicated topic areas. 
Elected Officers 
• The following people continue to serve as officers of the Section: 

o Amy Lord, Chair 
o Ryan Phelan, Vice Chair 
o Kay Lynn Lee, Secretary/Treasurer 

• The Board of Trustees liaison is now Katie Keiser 
Committees 



• The Legislative Action Committee advanced a number of pieces of legislation this past 
session. Three of the bills were passed. In consultation with the section members, the 
Committee drafted proposed legislation on the most critical/time sensitive of those 
topics, including: 

o Revisions to §40-4-121; 
o Revisions to §40-4-219; 
o Revisions to §40-6-1001; 
o Uniform Family Law Arbitration act; and 
o Amendment to the Uniform Premarital Act 

• The Handbook Committee is still working on drafting a family law handbook 
• The outreach committee is working on fielding questions or concerns from Section 
members and planning and hosting events 
• The CLE committee works on the two large CLE seminars, periodic webinars, and 
identifying topics and speakers for future events. 
Goals and Projects 

 
The Family Law Section remains actively engaged in improving (or attempting to 
improve) the practice of family law for practitioners and pro se litigants. The section works to 
establish relationship with members, to encourage engagement, to provide peer support, and 
professional development. 
 
The Legislative Committee is meeting again to prepare for the next legislature. The 
Committee will continue to meet regularly to craft proposed legislation to improve the practice 
of family law. 
 

FEDERAL PRACTICE SECTION 
Dylan McFarland, Chair 
 
I don’t think that we have much for updates this year as a number of things were cancelled.  The only 
two things that we were involved in was sponsoring and participating in a CLE for the federal court 
system to comply with the POWER Act.  The Act requires that the chief judge for each judicial district 
conduct public events to promote pro bono legal services for domestic violence/sexual assault.  In 
conjunction with the State Bar, University of Montana and the FBA we put on a full day CLE that included 
a panel of all federal judges and magistrate judges, a presentation by Justice Baker and presentations by 
other practitioners on how we can give back through pro bono work.  For me it resulted in participating 
in the pro bono legal work through the Law School which occurs once a month and a good experience.  
We also participated in sponsoring the reception for Magistrate Judge DeSoto’s investiture.  Finally, we 
sponsored the federal civics program which has a competition for middle school / high school aged 
students to write an essay or create a presentation through media on certain topics.  This year’s topic 
was 19th amendment as it was the 100-year anniversary of the right to vote.   
 
That is about all that is of note this year.  Onward and upward for next year! 

 
 
 
 



INDIAN LAW SECTION 
Chair: Lillian Alvernaz 

Vice-Chair: Christina Courville 
Secretary-Treasurer: Kristina Lucero 

Members of Council: Jay Weiner, Deb DuMontier, Maylinn Smith 
Board of Trustees Representative: Danna Jackson 

 
Letter of Solidarity 
The Indian Law Section declares solidarity with our Black friends, family members, and 
colleagues. We stand with you, behind you, and beside you for Black Liberation and Black 
Lives Matter. We will work with you in your efforts to promote and achieve equality and 
mitigate the impacts of racial bias. 
 
This nation and our state of Montana were established through force and acts of genocide 
on the homelands of indigenous people and through the labor of enslaved peoples. A 
history of racist laws and policies have led us to this moment – this movement – in time. As 
legal practitioners who swear upon an oath to uphold the rights of all people and commit 
to justice for all, it is our responsibility to actively work against structures of oppression 
and the problematic foundation of our legal and governmental system. 
We hope you stand with us in fighting alongside our Black friends and loved ones in this 
movement toward “equal justice under the law.” 
 
ILS Update 
Recent Events 
● The ILS successfully amended its bylaws to include associate membership: tribal 
court practitioners not licensed by the Montana Bar and law students interested in 
pursuing Indian or Tribal law. 
● The ILS awarded the annual Eddye McClure Memorial Graduate Award. 
● The ILS recently held its annual meeting to discuss future projects. 
 
Upcoming Events 
The ILS is planning two CLEs, one online and one in person jointly with the Criminal Law 
Section when health safety concerns can be appropriately addressed. Please keep an eye 
out for updates coming soon. 
We would like to invite Tribal Court practitioners, members of the State Bar, and law 
students to join a movement. Those interested in joining the ILS may do so here. 
 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW SECTION 
Mitch Vap, Chair 
 
Elections were held in conjunction with the 2019 State Bar Meeting.  IP section officers and council 
members for the 2019 -2020 term were: 
 
Immediate past chair: Toni Tease 
Chair:  Mitch Vap 
Chair Elect:  Martin Rogers 

https://www.montanabar.org/page/ILSassociatemembership
https://www.montanabar.org/page/ILSassociatemembership


Treasurer:  Shane Coleman 
Secretary:  Greg Tranmoe 
Council Members:  Sarah Rhoades, Bob Griffin, Bob Lukes, Joel Henry 
 
Primary initiatives for the term were:  
 
1. Continue IP Day in Montana event.  Planning and coordination with U of M for IP Day in Montana 
was moving forward as expected for IP Day to be held in the spring of 2020 until COVID-19 forced the 
event to be postponed until fall.  Because it would still not be feasible to hold the event in person this 
fall, the Section is considering developing a remote/online event for the spring of 2021.  
2. BETTR Section Tech Summit presentation on IP issues in Tech.  Section members Toni Tease, Joel 
Henry, and Martin Rogers were slated to participate until COVID-19 forced the event to be 
postponed/cancelled.   
3. An Exploration Series Webinar was held for CLE credit in June of 2019 with Toni Tease presenting 
International patent and trademark practice issues.  The presentation had 12 total attendees. 
4. A Secretary of State initiative has been formed with Sarah Rhoades heading up the effort.  The 
initiative’s purpose is to provide guidance to the SOS office regarding state of Montana trademark 
examination procedures to conform with Montana statutes regarding trademarks.  It is anticipated the 
initiative will be active throughout the current state election cycle and during the initial period after the 
election cycle.   
 
The Section met via phone conference in November, December 2019, February, March, April, May, June, 
and August of 2020.  The Section plans to have its election for the 2020-2021 term in conjunction with 
the State Bar meeting, likely on Sept. 16, 2020.   
 

NATURAL RESOURCES, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW SECTION 
Greg Dorrington, Chair 
 
The Natural Resources, Energy & Environmental Law Section (“Section”) submits its 
annual section report for 2020 to the State Bar of Montana Board of Trustees as follows: 
 
Activity from last year: 
Annual CLE: The Section held its fourth straight annual CLE on April 24, 2020. The 
Section planned to host a live, in-person CLE conference as it has in years past. However, due to 
COVID-19, the Section cancelled the in-person event and held a condensed version of the 
conference through a live, remote platform. Despite the last-minute transition to a virtual 
presentation, the CLE was very well attended and brought in a variety of speakers and attendees 
practicing in the areas of natural resources, environmental, and energy law. The CLE was 
organized by the Section’s Council members with assistance from the State Bar. We would like to 
thank the State Bar’s IT personnel for their assistance in making this program a success. 
 
Annual Meeting: A general meeting of the Section was held April 24, 2020, in conjunction 
with its annual CLE. At this meeting new Officers and Council members were elected as follows: 
Greg Dorrington, Chair; Carolyn Sime, Vice Chair; Kris McLean, Secretary-Treasurer; Mac 
Smith, Board of Trustees Representative; Jay Weiner, Council Member; Vicki Marquis, Council 
Member; and John Meyer, Council Member. 



 
Albert Stone Scholarship: This scholarship is endowed by the Section and each year it is 
awarded to a deserving University of Montana law student interested in environmental law with a 
financial need. 
 
Cremer Graduation Award: A member of the Section sits on the panel at the law school 
helping to grade papers for this award given for the best law student paper on environmental law. 
This year, the award was given to Brett Berntsen for a paper on federal reserved water rights and 
groundwater. The Section encourages the award recipient to condense his or her paper for 
consideration for publication in the Montana Lawyer. 
 
State Bar Annual Meeting: The Section typically presents a breakout session at the State 
Bar Annual Meeting. The Section was not asked to do so this year, perhaps due to the virtual nature 
of this year’s Annual Meeting. The Section would be interested in the possibility of presenting at 
next year’s Annual Meeting. 
 
Goals, Projects or Objectives Planned for Next Year: 

1. The Council agreed that it plans to organize another annual CLE, tentatively set for late- 
March or early-April 2021. 
2. The Section continues to increase its involvement with the law school and plans to continue 
doing so this next year as well. 
3. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Section Council was discussing ways to increase 
informal gatherings and information sessions with Section members (e.g., planning social 
gatherings or information presentations in cities across Montana). During the ongoing 
pandemic, discussion of in-person meetings will be suspended while ongoing discussion 
will likely focus on remote delivery of informational sessions or mini-CLEs. 

 

 
NEW LAWYERS’ SECTION 
Hannah Cail, Chair 
 
The New Lawyers Section has nothing to report.  We attempted to organize online CLE then coronavirus 
upended plans.  In the coming weeks, I hope to organize elections and seeks a to offer online CLE 
programming focused on skills. 

 
PARALEGAL SECTION 
Shanni Barry, Chair 
 

THE PARALEGAL SECTION – WHAT IS IT? 
• The purpose of the Paralegal Section is to encourage a high order of ethical and professional 
attainment; to further education among members of the Section; to support and carry out 
the programs, purposes, aims, and goals of the State Bar of Montana; and, to establish good 
fellowship among Section members, the State Bar of Montana, and the members of the legal 
community at large. 
• Annual section dues are: $85 per year. There are currently 146 members of the section. 

 



THE PARALEGAL SECTION BOARD 
• The Paralegal Section has a board that consists of: Chairperson Shanni K Barry, Vice 
Chairperson Jennifer Allen, State Bar Liaison Renee Wayne, Secretary/Treasurer and Montana 
Association of Legal Assistants-Paralegals (MALA) Liaison Kathy L. Clark and Professional 
Development Officer Jill Broughton. The Member at Large position is currently vacant. A 
solicitation for applications for Officer positions has been sent to Paralegal Section members 
and the election of officers will be held at the Paralegal Section Annual Meeting. 

 
PARALEGAL SECTION ACTIVITIES 

• The Paralegal Section consistently sponsors highly attended CLEs with quality speakers. The 
goal of the Section is to hold two CLEs per year. 
• Typically, the Paralegal Section sponsors a CLE in the spring and a CLE, the Section’s Annual 
Meeting and Reception at the Annual State Bar Conference in September. Due to COVID, 
no CLE’s have been held. The Section Annual Meeting will occur virtually at 3:00 p.m. on 
September 24, 2020. 
• The Paralegal Section strives to resume sponsoring its annual CLEs and to work closely with 
the State Bar to continue in our role at the Annual State Bar Conference. 
• The Paralegal Section will survey our membership in October to gain focus regarding 
members’ priorities and will assess the goals to pursue once the data is compiled 
 

PUBLIC LAW SECTION 
Michael Kakuk, Chair 
 
The Public Law Section organized a half-day CLE on the Montana Administrative Procedures Act originally 
set for May 8, 2020.  However, that CLE was postponed due to the pandemic, and has not been 
rescheduled.  We hope to host it next spring, but that will largely depend on where we are with covid-
19 treatment.   
 
Additional CLEs currently in the works are: 1) a CLE on HIPAA set for September 24, 2020, done jointly 
with the Health Care Law Section; and 2) we are trying to set up a CLE with the Montana attorneys 
involved in the Ford Motor Co. v. MT Eighth Judicial District scheduled for the US Supreme Court in 
October.    
 
The annual meeting is currently scheduled for 9/9.  We anticipate no changes to the current section 
officers, which are: 
 
Chair:   Michael A. Kakuk 
Secretary-Treasurer: Carol Lassila 
Councilmember: Deborah Butler 
Councilmember: Rebecca French 
Councilmember: Anna C. Conley 
 
The bylaws are posted on the Section library on the State Bar website.   
 
The Section currently has 79 members.   
 



Goals: 
The Section will continue to host free CLEs, and plans on rescheduling the MAPA half-day CLE for the 
spring.  The Section will also continue working on its website and listserv, to provide Section members 
with an easy way to communicate with each other and share resources.   
 

WATER LAW SECTION 
Ryan McLane, Chair 
 
The Water Law Section continues to work on various projects, and as a newly formed section it 
continues to evaluate which projects are of the most benefit to its members. 
 
The Water Law Section prepared an extensive survey of its membership, intended to take a snapshot 
of Montana’s Water Bar on a number of fronts. Montana’s Water Policy Interim Committee of the 
Legislative Branch invited the State Bar to present the results of that survey, which the Water Law 
Section did. 
 
The Water Law Section acted as a facilitator, matching knowledgeable water law speakers with existing 
CLEs in need of a water law presenters. This was done this year for Montana’s annual Real Estate 
CLE, and Montana’s Environmental / Natural Resources annual CLE. The Water Law Section 
continues to search for partner CLEs where a discrete water law presentation would be useful and 
informative. 
 
The Water Law Section continues to explore the possibility of a “East of Billings” water law conference 
and CLE to address the specific concerns of those water rights practitioners. 
 
The Water Law Section held a Q&A session at the UM Law School. It is investigating a potential 
mentoring program between the Water Law Section and UM law students interested in water law.  
 
The Water Law Section hopes to get student members and begin partnering more frequently with the 
law school on water law related educational opportunities. 
 
The Water Law Section continued investigating the possibility to establish trained water-educated 
mediators available for practitioners. This includes activities focused on necessary qualifications and 
authority to mediate water specific issues. It also includes developing partnerships / ties with water 
rights governing authorities. 
 
The Water Law Section initiated a (approximately) monthly listserv email to circulate any information 
of import. 
 
The Water Law Section has organized its third annual meeting, which will be held on September 25, 
2020. The annual meeting included multiple educational opportunities for attendees. There will be 
three Q&A sessions: one with a the Montana Water Court (which in many respects serves as an annual 
bench-bar meeting); one with the Montana DNRC (which it is hoped will serve as an annual regulatory 
agency-bar meeting); and one with members of Montana’s Water Policy Interim Committee of the 
Legislative Branch. It is offered for 3.5 CLE credits, free and open to all members, non-members, and 
the public. Anticipated business at the annual meeting, includes: proposed bylaw amendments to 



allow for staggered council member terms/votes, and votes to fill vacancies in the council / officers, 
and other business and discussion as raised by its members. 
 







State Bar of Montana Family Law Section 
2020 Annual Report 

 
CLE 

• The Family Law Section strives to organize and sponsor two CLE seminars each year, one 
addressing family law generally and the other diving into more advanced and 
complicated topic areas. 

 
Elected Officers 

• The following people continue to serve as officers of the Section: 
o Amy Lord, Chair 
o Ryan Phelan, Vice Chair 
o Kay Lynn Lee, Secretary/Treasurer 

• The Board of Trustees liaison is now Katie Keiser 
 
Committees 

• The Legislative Action Committee advanced a number of pieces of legislation this past 
session. Three of the bills were passed.  In consultation with the section members, the 
Committee drafted proposed legislation on the most critical/time sensitive of those 
topics, including: 

o Revisions to §40-4-121; 
o Revisions to §40-4-219; 
o Revisions to §40-6-1001;  
o Uniform Family Law Arbitration act; and 
o Amendment to the Uniform Premarital Acr 

• The Handbook Committee is still working on drafting a family law handbook 
• The outreach committee is working on fielding questions or concerns from Section 

members and planning and hosting events 
• The CLE committee works on the two large CLE seminars, periodic webinars, and 

identifying topics and speakers for future events.  
 
Goals and Projects 
 The Family Law Section remains actively engaged in improving (or attempting to 
improve) the practice of family law for practitioners and pro se litigants.  The section works to 
establish relationship with members, to encourage engagement, to provide peer support, and 
professional development.  
 
 The Legislative Committee is meeting again to prepare for the next legislature. The 
Committee will continue to meet regularly to craft proposed legislation to improve the practice 
of family law.  
 
   

 



informative. 
 
The Water Law Section continues to explore the possibility of a “East of Billings” water law conference 
and CLE to address the specific concerns of those water rights practitioners. 
 
The Water Law Section held a Q&A session at the UM Law School. It is investigating a potential 
mentoring program between the Water Law Section and UM law students interested in water law.  
 
The Water Law Section hopes to get student members and begin partnering more frequently with the 
law school on water law related educational opportunities. 
 
The Water Law Section continued investigating the possibility to establish trained water-educated 
mediators available for practitioners. This includes activities focused on necessary qualifications and 
authority to mediate water specific issues. It also includes developing partnerships / ties with water 
rights governing authorities. 
 
The Water Law Section initiated a (approximately) monthly listserv email to circulate any information 
of import. 
 
The Water Law Section has organized its third annual meeting, which will be held on September 25, 
2020. The annual meeting included multiple educational opportunities for attendees. There will be 
three Q&A sessions: one with a the Montana Water Court (which in many respects serves as an annual 
bench-bar meeting); one with the Montana DNRC (which it is hoped will serve as an annual regulatory 
agency-bar meeting); and one with members of Montana’s Water Policy Interim Committee of the 
Legislative Branch. It is offered for 3.5 CLE credits, free and open to all members, non-members, and 
the public. Anticipated business at the annual meeting, includes: proposed bylaw amendments to 
allow for staggered council member terms/votes, and votes to fill vacancies in the council / officers, 
and other business and discussion as raised by its members. 
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CLE INSTITUTE ANNUAL REPORT  
2019 through 2020  

Prepared by Sara Sexe, CLE Institute Chair  
  

Budget Overview   
The CLE Institute sponsored or co-sponsored the continuing legal education set forth in the 
attached lists.   

The CLE Institute Budget numbers are as follows: 
FY19 projected budget for revenue was $105,575 – actual revenue was $87,763; 
FY20 projected budget for revenue was $85,000 – actual revenue was $90,749 
FY21 projected budget revenue is $85,850 
 

The CLE Institute continues to make a concerted effort to reduce expenses associated with 
providing live CLE without disrupting the quality of State Bar CLE offerings in order to meet or 
exceed the FY21 budget.    

Attendance   
As mentioned in prior reports, there is a nationwide trend of decreased attendance at live CLE 
programs. We have been feeling the effects of decreased attendance at in-person CLE each 
year.  Despite this trend, State Bar CLEs have maintained an average attendance of 60-70 
registrants per live event in FY19 compared to 50-60 registrants per event in FY18.     

The COVID-19 pandemic significantly curtailed the CLE Institute’s programming and will 
likely cause a reconsideration of the way CLEs are provided.  During this crisis, the State Bar 
staff stepped up and assisted the Bar and the CLE Institute in providing needed programming 
at a critical time. 

Webinars    
The CLE Institute sponsored or co-sponsored webinars, which continue to be a popular option 
for CLE. All webinars are recorded using GoToWebinar, then promoted and sold on the State 
Bar of Montana website for self-study CLE credit. Webinars are cost effective to organize, 
promote, and deliver compared to in-person, all day seminars, and are especially practical 
during this pandemic. We plan to continue to use, or enhance the number of webinar offerings 
to our members each year.   
  
CLE Institute        
The Institute meets twice a year to prepare the seminar schedule and assign program topics. 
The spring meeting involves finalizing the upcoming fall schedule and tentatively setting the 
schedule for the next calendar year.  At the fall meeting, the Institute solidifies the upcoming 
spring seminars and moderators report on the progress of the seminars planned for the next 
fall.  Moderators are responsible for selecting speakers and topics.  The State Bar of Montana 
has assisted with the logistics of the events.  The loss of the Events/CLE Coordinator, along 
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with the COVID-19 pandemic, have significantly affected the Institute’s work.  State Bar staff 
has been extremely helpful to CLE Institute members, while still performing other job duties.   
  
The Institute strives to provide quality CLE seminars at reasonable prices in a manner that will 
benefit a large cross-section of the State Bar membership.  Benefits of being a member of the 
Institute include the opportunity to shape continuing legal education in Montana, networking 
with other Montana attorneys, and earning free CLE credits for moderating seminars.  Kate Ellis 
is the Board of Trustees Liaison.      
  

Respectfully Submitted,   
Sara R. Sexe 



State Bar of Montana
CLE - Income & Expense
FY19 (April 2018 - March 2019)
As of March 31, 2019

CLE Sponsor

CLE Seminar CLE Institute

Webinar Wednesdays CLE Institute

St Patty's Day CLE 2018 - Carryover CLE Institute

Bucking Horse CLE 2018 CLE Institute

Indian Wills CLE 2018 CLE Institute

Ethics & Advocacy CLE 2018 CLE Institute

CLE & Ski 2019 CLE Institute

Annual Real Estate CLE CLE Institute

St Paddy's Day CLE CLE Institute



State Bar of Montana
CLE - Income & Expense
FY20 (April 2019 - March 2020)
As of March 31, 2020

GL Code CLE Sponsor

CLE Seminar 8000 CLE Institute

Webinar Wednesdays 8001 CLE Institute

2019 Government CLE 8003 CLE Institute

2020 CLE & Ski 8008 CLE Institute

2020 Real Estate CLE 8010 CLE Institute

2020 Annual St Paddy's Day CLE 8011 CLE Institute

2020 Guardianship Webinar Series 8001 CLE Institute/SBM
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Registration and Pricing 
You may register through April 24 by mailing this completed form with  
payment or, through April 30 by going online to pay by credit card.  If you  
register by April 10 you qualify for a $25 discount. 

To register online, go to www.montanabar.org. Log in, navigate to the  
calendar and click on Bench Bar CLE. 

If you have questions or problems logging in, please call 406-447-2213 or 
email salpert@montanabar.org. 

PRICE A  for attorneys practicing five years or more and all  
 other non-attorney registrants. 
PRICE B for attorneys practicing under five years and  
 members of the State Bar Paralegal Section. 
 

 

 Price A Price B 
Early Registration Paid by April 10:      $325  $300 

Paid after April 10: $350 $325 

Printed Course Book  $35 
Electronic materials are included in the registration price,  
printed course books are an additional $35 

REFUND POLICY: Refunds are 75% if cancellation is 7 days or more before the seminar. 
Refunds are 50% if cancellation is less than 7 days. No refunds for cancellations on or after 
the date of the seminar.  Cancellations or substitutions may be made by calling 406-447-
2206. No refunds will be made on printed course books after April 22,2019. 

Fill out the form and submit no later than April 24 
Name(s):   

   

Bar License:    (for CLE credit reporting) 

Firm:   

Address:   

   

Phone:   

E-Mail:   
 

I would like a printed course book for $35.00   
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Questions? Please call or email  
salpert@montanabar.org  
(406) 447-2213 
 
For State Bar Staff 

Check No__________ Date________ Amt_________ By______ 

Mail with payment to:   
CLE Registration  
State Bar of Montana  
P.O. Box 577 
Helena, MT  59624 



 

 
 

2020 Bench Bar CLE 
 
This seminar will give Montana practition-
ers a unique opportunity to learn best 
courtroom practices on an array of topics 
from the judges themselves. This year’s fac-
ulty features 14 Montana judges — a Mon-
tana Supreme Court justices, two U.S.  
magistrate judges, and 11 state district court 
judges. Montana Supreme Court Justice 
Laurie McKinnon will get attendees up to 
speed on the extensive revisions to the 
Montana Rules of Professional Conduct that 
went into effect in January 2020. Other top-
ics include the meet and confer discovery 
conference, wisdom on hybrid witnesses 
and expert disclosure, the hearsay rule, and 
bankruptcy law for non-bankruptcy law-
yers. The conference closes with a rocket 
round moderated by the Honorable James 
Manley featuring six recently seated state 
and federal judges. 

Friday a.m.  
7:30 Check-in and Breakfast 

7:55 Welcome and Announcements 

8:00-9:00 Rules of Professional Conduct Changes   
Justice Laurie McKinnon 

9:00-9:45 The Meet and Confer Discovery Conference 
Judge Elizabeth Best and Judge Amy Eddy 

9:45-10:00 Break 

10:00-11:00 Family Law & Lawyers’ Role in Society  
Judge James Manley and Judge John Parker  

11:00-11:45 The Hybrid Witness and Expert  
Disclosure: State and Federal Rules  
Judge Timothy Cavan and Judge Jessica Fehr  

11:45-12:45 Lunch 

Friday p.m.  
12:45-2:15 The Hearsay Rule 

Judge Rodney Souza 

2:15-2:30 Break 

2:30-4:00 Navigating Bankruptcy for Non-Bankruptcy 
Lawyers 
Judge Benjamin Hursh with State District Court 
Commentary by Judge Daniel Wilson  

4:00-5:00 Montana Judges Rocket Round  
Moderated by Judge James Manley with Judges 
Daniel Wilson, Matthew Cuffe, Jennifer Lint,  
Howard Recht, Jason Marks, Kathleen DeSoto and 
Amy Eddy  

Schedule  Speakers  

rooms have been blocked; please 
make your RESERVATIONS BEFORE March 31, 2020  

to get the discount price of $159+ tax.  
You may call the hotel at 1-406-587-8180  

A  word of thanks...Those who plan 
and teach State Bar of Montana 
CLE seminars are volunteers in 
service to the profession--

reimbursed only for meals, travel and lodging. 
Their generous contributions of time, talent, 
and energy make this and every State Bar CLE 
a success.  We appreciate their work. The reve-
nue received from CLE Institute CLEs helps to 
support many other State Bar programs.  By 
supporting the CLE Institute, you are helping 
to keep State Bar dues from increasing.  The 
CLE Institute strives to provide quality educa-
tion at a fair price. 



September 7, 2020 
 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES, ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL LAW SECTION 
 

2020 Annual Report 
 

 The Natural Resources, Energy & Environmental Law Section (“Section”) submits its 

annual section report for 2020 to the State Bar of Montana Board of Trustees as follows: 

Activity from last year: 

 Annual CLE: The Section held its fourth straight annual CLE on April 24, 2020. The 

Section planned to host a live, in-person CLE conference as it has in years past. However, due to 

COVID-19, the Section cancelled the in-person event and held a condensed version of the 

conference through a live, remote platform. Despite the last-minute transition to a virtual 

presentation, the CLE was very well attended and brought in a variety of speakers and attendees 

practicing in the areas of natural resources, environmental, and energy law. The CLE was 

organized by the Section’s Council members with assistance from the State Bar. We would like to 

thank the State Bar’s IT personnel for their assistance in making this program a success. 

 Annual Meeting: A general meeting of the Section was held April 24, 2020, in conjunction 

with its annual CLE. At this meeting new Officers and Council members were elected as follows: 

Greg Dorrington, Chair; Carolyn Sime, Vice Chair; Kris McLean, Secretary-Treasurer; Mac 

Smith, Board of Trustees Representative; Jay Weiner, Council Member; Vicki Marquis, Council 

Member; and John Meyer, Council Member. 

 Albert Stone Scholarship: This scholarship is endowed by the Section and each year it is 

awarded to a deserving University of Montana law student interested in environmental law with a 

financial need. 



 Cremer Graduation Award: A member of the Section sits on the panel at the law school 

helping to grade papers for this award given for the best law student paper on environmental law. 

This year, the award was given to Brett Berntsen for a paper on federal reserved water rights and 

groundwater. The Section encourages the award recipient to condense his or her paper for 

consideration for publication in the Montana Lawyer. 

 State Bar Annual Meeting: The Section typically presents a breakout session at the State 

Bar Annual Meeting. The Section was not asked to do so this year, perhaps due to the virtual nature 

of this year’s Annual Meeting. The Section would be interested in the possibility of presenting at 

next year’s Annual Meeting. 

Goals, Projects or Objectives Planned for Next Year: 

1. The Council agreed that it plans to organize another annual CLE, tentatively set for late-

March or early-April 2021. 

2. The Section continues to increase its involvement with the law school and plans to continue 

doing so this next year as well. 

3. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Section Council was discussing ways to increase 

informal gatherings and information sessions with Section members (e.g., planning social 

gatherings or information presentations in cities across Montana). During the ongoing 

pandemic, discussion of in-person meetings will be suspended while ongoing discussion 

will likely focus on remote delivery of informational sessions or mini-CLEs. 

Sincerely, 

 

Gregory F. Dorrington 
Chair 



 
September 1, 2020 

 

THE PARALEGAL SECTION – WHAT IS IT? 

• The purpose of the Paralegal Section is to encourage a high order of ethical and professional 
attainment; to further education among members of the Section; to support and carry out 
the programs, purposes, aims, and goals of the State Bar of Montana; and, to establish good 
fellowship among Section members, the State Bar of Montana, and the members of the legal 
community at large. 
 

• Annual section dues are:  $85 per year. There are currently 146 members of the section.  
 

THE PARALEGAL SECTION BOARD 

• The Paralegal Section has a board that consists of: Chairperson Shanni K Barry, Vice 
Chairperson Jennifer Allen, State Bar Liaison Renee Wayne, Secretary/Treasurer and Montana 
Association of Legal Assistants-Paralegals (MALA) Liaison Kathy L. Clark and Professional 
Development Officer Jill Broughton.  The Member at Large position is currently vacant.  A 
solicitation for applications for Officer positions has been sent to Paralegal Section members 
and the election of officers will be held at the Paralegal Section Annual Meeting.  
 

PARALEGAL SECTION ACTIVITIES 

• The Paralegal Section consistently sponsors highly attended CLEs with quality speakers.  The 
goal of the Section is to hold two CLEs per year.  

• Typically, the Paralegal Section sponsors a CLE in the spring and a CLE, the Section’s Annual 
Meeting and Reception at the Annual State Bar Conference in September.  Due to COVID, 
no CLE’s have been held.  The Section Annual Meeting will occur virtually at 3:00 p.m. on 
September 24, 2020. 

• The Paralegal Section strives to resume sponsoring its annual CLEs and to work closely with 
the State Bar to continue in our role at the Annual State Bar Conference. 

• The Paralegal Section will survey our membership in October to gain focus regarding 
members’ priorities and will assess the goals to pursue once the data is compiled. 



Indian Law Section 2019-2020 State Bar Annual Meeting Update 
Chair: Lillian Alvernaz 

Vice-Chair: Christina Courville 
Secretary-Treasurer: Kristina Lucero 

Members of Council: Jay Weiner, Deb DuMontier, Maylinn Smith 
Board of Trustees Representative: Danna Jackson 

 
Letter of Solidarity 
The Indian Law Section declares solidarity with our Black friends, family members, and                         
colleagues. We stand with you, behind you, and beside you for Black Liberation and Black                             
Lives Matter. We will work with you in your efforts to promote and achieve equality and                               
mitigate the impacts of racial bias.  
 
This nation and our state of Montana were established through force and acts of genocide                             
on the homelands of indigenous people and through the labor of enslaved peoples. A                           
history of racist laws and policies have led us to this moment – this movement – in time. As                                     
legal practitioners who swear upon an oath to uphold the rights of all people and commit                               
to justice for all, it is our responsibility to actively work against structures of oppression                             
and the problematic foundation of our legal and governmental system.  
 
We hope you stand with us in fighting alongside our Black friends and loved ones in this                                 
movement toward “equal justice under the law.”  
 
ILS Update 
Recent Events 

● The ILS successfully amended its bylaws to include associate membership: tribal                     
court practitioners not licensed by the Montana Bar and law students interested in                         
pursuing Indian or Tribal law.  

● The ILS awarded the annual Eddye McClure Memorial Graduate Award. 
● The ILS recently held its annual meeting to discuss future projects. 

Upcoming Events 
The ILS is planning two CLEs, one online and one in person jointly with the Criminal Law                                 
Section when health safety concerns can be appropriately addressed. Please keep an eye                         
out for updates coming soon.  
 
We would like to invite Tribal Court practitioners, members of the State Bar, and law                             
students to join a movement. Those interested in joining the ILS may do so here. 

https://www.montanabar.org/page/ILSassociatemembership
https://www.montanabar.org/page/ILSassociatemembership


WATER LAW SECTION 2020 Annual Report 

September 3,  2020 

The Water Law Section continues to work on various projects, and as a newly formed section it 

continues to evaluate which projects are of the most benefit to its members. 

 

The Water Law Section prepared an extensive survey of its membership, intended to take a snapshot 

of Montana’s Water Bar on a number of fronts.  Montana’s Water Policy Interim Committee of the 

Legislative Branch invited the State Bar to present the results of that survey, which the Water Law 

Section did.   

 

The Water Law Section acted as a facilitator, matching knowledgeable water law speakers with existing 

CLEs in need of a water law presenters.  This was done this year for Montana’s annual Real Estate 

CLE, and Montana’s Environmental / Natural Resources annual CLE.  The Water Law Section 

continues to search for partner CLEs where a discrete water law presentation would be useful and 

informative. 

 

The Water Law Section continues to explore the possibility of a “East of Billings” water law conference 

and CLE to address the specific concerns of those water rights practitioners. 

 

The Water Law Section held a Q&A session at the UM Law School.  It is investigating a potential 

mentoring program between the Water Law Section and UM law students interested in water law.  The 

Water Law Section hopes to get student members and begin partnering more frequently with the law 

school on water law related educational opportunities. 

 

The Water Law Section continued investigating the possibility to establish trained water-educated 

mediators available for practitioners.  This includes activities focused on necessary qualifications and 

authority to mediate water specific issues.  It also includes developing partnerships / ties with water 

rights governing authorities. 

 

The Water Law Section initiated a (approximately) monthly listserv email to circulate any information 

of import. 

 

The Water Law Section has organized its third annual meeting, which will be held on September 25, 

2020.  The annual meeting included multiple educational opportunities for attendees.  There will be 

three Q&A sessions:  one with a the Montana Water Court (which in many respects serves as an annual 

bench-bar meeting); one with the Montana DNRC (which it is hoped will serve as an annual regulatory 

agency-bar meeting); and one with members of Montana’s Water Policy Interim Committee of the 

Legislative Branch.  It is offered for 3.5 CLE credits, free and open to all members, non-members, and 

the public.  Anticipated business at the annual meeting, includes:   proposed bylaw amendments to 

allow for staggered council member terms/votes, and votes to fill vacancies in the council / officers, 

and other business and discussion as raised by its members. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

/s/ Ryan McLane   

Ryan McLane, 

Chair, Water Law Section 
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